THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

man, a Baronet, a Member of Parliament, several officers
of our scientific and other corps, a barrister, a merchant,
and a doctor. Upper and upper middle-class society is
represented in all its grades, and by persons who, to judge
by the position they hold and the callings they follow,
ought to be possessed of intelligence and ability.

Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace, the eminent naturalist,
in the course of a letter to The Times (January 4, 1873),
describing his visit to a public medium, said:

I consider it no exaggeration to say that the main
facts are now as well established and as easily verifiable
as any of the more exceptional phenomena of Nature which
are not yet reduced to law. They have a most important
bearing on the interpretation of history, which is full of
narratives of similar facts, and on the nature of life and
intellect, on which physical science throws a very feeble
and uncertain light ; and it is my firm and deliberate belief
that every branch of philosophy must suffer till they are
honestly and seriously investigated, and dealt with as con-
stituting an essential portion of the phenomena of human
nature.

One becomes bemused by ectoplasm and labora-
tory experiments which lead the thoughts away from
the essential. Wallace was one of the few whose great,
sweeping, unprejudiced mind saw and accepted the
truth in its wonderful completeness from the humble
physical proofs of outside power to the highest mental
teaching which that power could convey, teaching
that far surpasses in beauty and in credibility any
which the modern mind has known.

The public acceptance and sustained support of
this great scientific man, one of the first brains of his
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